The Balearics
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A beautiful Spanish enclave set in the Mediterranean Sea - famous throughout the world. Their climate, scenery and beaches are exceptional, and their inhabitants have a tradition for being particularly hospitable. The capital of the islands - Palma de Majorca - is 132 miles from Barcelona, 287 from Marseille, 172 from Algiers and 140 from Valencia.
It would appear that these islands are the ideal location for resting and relaxing since they contain all the necessary ingredients for achieving this aim: beautiful scenery, forests, fertile farmlands, quiet and secluded beaches with crystal-clear waters, interesting folklore, a mild climate and temperatures, and a first-class hotel industry.
In spite of the close proximity of the different islands and the very many common ties between them, each one has its own very different landscape. Majorca has a magnificent coastline consisting of rocky outcrops intermingled with many small coves that offer excellent sandy beaches. Menorca, on the other hand, is noted for its tranquillity, while Ibiza has a personality all of its won. Formentera and Cabrera are extremely solitary islands.
History of the Islands
There are still some interesting remains of megalithic monuments that date back to prehistoric times to be found on the island of Majorca. Examples include the talayot (towerlike monument) of Sa Canova, the settlements of Ses paisses, Capicorp Vell and Claper dels Gegants, and especially on Menorca the naveta (prehistoric tomb) of Els Tudons. The most famous civilisations in Antiquity left their mark on the island of Majorca, including the Phoenicians, Greeks, Carthaginians, Romans, Vandals, Byzantines and the Arabs. In the year 1229 King Jaime I "the Conqueror", who was king of Aragon at the time, took control of the island and added it to his domain. At his death it was passed over to his son Jaime II and given the title of kingdom. Nevertheless, after a very short time as an independent state it eventually became part of the Crown of Aragon around the year 1343. 

Menorca is an ancient island, full of history and tradition. Throughout the centuries it has borne witness to the passing of the most diverse and illustrious civilisations. Back in the very distant past it saw the setting-up of a most primitive culture, evidence of which can still be seen today in the large quantity of enormous megalithic monuments that are spread all over the island. This was the culture of the talayot, naveta and taula (T-shaped monument), which can still be encountered in some of the prehistoric settlements that abound here. The number of monuments of his kind is so great that it has made the islands appear as if they were open-air archeological museums. In more recent times Menorca also witnessed the passing the Greeks, Carthaginians, Romans, Vandals, Byzandines and Arabs. The later, who remained on the island until 1229, were driven away by King Alfonso III of Aragon. Following it reconquest the island was repeatedly besieged by pirates. The most savage attacks took place during the reign of King Felipe II and were perpetrated by the famous Red Beard and Mustafa Piali and their followers. Spanish control of Menorca was lost in favour of England, as stipulated in the Treaty of Utrecht , and his situation lasted for almost one hundred years. As a result, there were constant attempts at recovering the island by the Spanish, and this provoked struggles between the British, Spanish and also the French throughout the 18C. The Peace Treaty of Amiens finally saw the return of Menorca to Spanish control in the 1802. Ibiza also has a very long history. Thanks to its strategic position in the Mediterranean, many different civilisations left their mark on the culture of the island. As a result of all these comings and goings, the people of Ibiza are renowned for their extremely hospitable nature. Nobody is a stranger here, since the islands is used to the movement of travellers. Ibiza was an important Carthaginian colony, evidence of which can be seen in the archeological remains that have been found. Later on it became a Roman colony, and following a relatively short time period under the Vandals and the Byzantines, eventually fell under Moorish domination around the year 707. It was reconquered by Christian force under King Jaime I "the Conqueror" and the continual struggle against pirates forced King Carlos I to set about the construction of the walls.
The history of Formentera is practically the same as that of Ibiza. It gets its name from the fact that its land was probably once given over to the cultivation of wheat (forment in the local dialect). It was occupied by the Phoenicians Greeks and Romans, and later was invaded several times at the hands of the Berbers. This was to cause its inhabitants to abandon the island, and it was not until the 17C that it was repopulated once again when it was finally safe from any pirate attacks. The Balearic Islands have provided Western culture with a large number of poets, missionaries and philosophers, including, for example, the mystic and philosopher Román Llull, and Brother Junípero Serra, the evangelist of California, who was born in 1713.
Climate of the Balearic Islands
Thanks to their privileged position in the Mediterranean, these islands enjoy an incomparable temperate climate. Even at the height of summer the maximum temperatures are not excessive, and the winters are renowned for their mildness.
The relative humidity oscillates around 70% throughout the year. As a result, these two factors - temperature and humidity - help to produce a feeling of extreme well-being on the human body. There are approximately 300 days of sun during the year, with an average of five hours a day in winter and more than ten during the summer months. The sea is an intense blue colour, crystal-clear along the coasts where the temperatures are at their best. The prevailing wind is generally from the south-west, and the average yearly atmospheric pressure is 758.7 mm.
Local Festivities and Folklore
Among the typical festivities that are held in the different towns and villages of the Balearic Islands, one of the most important is that at Ciutadella around June 18th, 23rd and 24th. The festivities of La Devallament at Pollensa (March 23rd), Sa Pobla (January 16th and 17th) in honour of San Antonio Abad, and the Day of La Beata at Santa Margarita (September 3rd), are all of interest to tourists. Ibiza celebrates its festivities on the days between July 30th and August 5th, while Mahón does likewise from September 7th-9th.
The folklore of Majorca is typified by its dances and songs. These include boleros, mateixes and copeos.
On Menorca there are Mediaeval jousting tournaments held at Ciutadella, and on Ibiza one can witness primitive dances that constitute a unique spectacle.

Local Crafts
The Balearic Islands maintain a rich and flourishing tradition in local crafts. Embroidery, carvings in olive wood, wrought-iron works, cut glass, objects made from palm leaves and raffia, cultivated pearls, pottery, handmade shoes, and exquisite imitation jewellery are just some of the things that entice all those who come to visit. At Ciutadella, Alaior and Mahón (Maó) it is possible to find high quality shoes at very reasonable prices, whereas Manacor and Felantx are famous for their cultivated pearls. Throughout the island of Majorca one can find embroidery of an exceptionally high quality. Menorca has a long-standing tradition of furniture manufacture, and also offers the opportunity of buying the typical bowls and plates from Alaior and Ciutadella. Ibiza is noted for the growing importance of its fashion industry.

Accommodation
The islands can accommodate approximately 250,000 visitors in their modern and constantly-growing hotel network.
The province can also accommodate up to 350,000 holiday makers in other modern and comfortable establishments that range from apartments, villas and bungalows.
There is also the possibility of renting accommodation (with or without furniture), as well as buying property and land (although this largely depends on the availability in different areas). Nevertheless, the prices are generally quite reasonable here.
Transport
The Balearic Islands have the airports of Palma de Majorca, Ibiza and Mahón, making any journey extremely easy. It is also possible to reach them by ship, since Barcelona is only a night-crossing away aboard the most modern vessels. The journey takes just eight hours. By air the flight from Barcelona, Valencia, and Madrid takes less than an hour, while from París and London it takes under two. It is also possible to take vehicles to the islands aboard ferries specially designed for the purpose. Both air and sea services have extra flights and crossing during the "high season" (July 1st-September 30th), the latter being organized through the company Trasmediterránea (Barcelona - Palma - Ibiza - Palma - Sete, and Bacelona - Ibiza - Palma).
On the island of Menorca the most important dishes are those based on fish and shellfish, both of which are found in great quantities off the coast and are of an exceptionally high quality. Perhaps the most outstanding dish of all is lobster stew, consisting of pieces of lobster, peppers, onion, tomato, garlic and a liqueur made from herbs. Other typical dishes include lobster with rice, tunny fish with mayonnaise, partridge "a la menorquina" and roast goat with sobrasada. The cheese from Mahón is yet another fine local product.
On Ibiza there is also a predominance of fish dishes. Typical dishes include burrida de ratjada, which is boiled ray seasoned with an almond sauce; lobster with squid and herbs; and el guisat de marisc - a succulent stew made with fish and shellfish. Throughout the Balearic Islands there are a large variety of coques - rectangular tarts that are covered with minced vegetables, fish or meat.
As for wines, Majorca is the only islands which produces them. Nevertheless, these islands do have other interesting drinks. For example, Menorca is noted for its gin production, which is used in the preparation of the very popular pallofas, and on Ibiza there is a very strong herb liqueur known as frigola which is normally served with ice. 

Mallorca

The furthest distance that can be travelled on this island of 581,564 inhabitants and covering an area of some 3,640 km2 is 120 km, which is the distance between Puerto de San Telm and Formentor lighthouse at Cape Formentor.
Most visitors tend to stay around only part of the coastline, many without realizing about the magnificent inland scenery of plains and mountains that can also be enjoyed.
Palma, the island's capital, has a population of approximately 300,000, which is practically half of the entire population of the island. It stretches some 15 km along the coastline, from El Arenal and Palma beach in the east as far as the cosmopolitan districts of Cala Mayor and San Agustín in the west.

Palma is a smallish city, having all the advantages that this brings, while at the same time having all the possibilities of a much larger city. Its main source of income comes from tourism and, consequently, leisure activities of all kinds are more than well-catered- for here. There are restaurants, cafeteries, pubs, concert halls, discotheques, a bull-ring and all types of shows, offering the visitor entertainment and amusement at all times.
Tourism had already become an important aspect of life on the island of Majorca back in the early 1920's although on a much smaller scale than today, of course. It was a select, mainly winter tourism which grew up steadily until the begins of the Spanish Civil War. The later "discovery" of Ibiza and Menorca did not occur until well after the Civil War. At that time Majorca was full of artists, who established what was, to all intents and purposes, a colony in and around Pollensa and its port. One of the most famous of them all was Anglada Camarassa. That conglomeration of artists and poets at Pollensa was to bring about something previously unheard of in island tourism - the construction in 1929 of the Hotel Formentor. It was promoted by the Argentinian entrepreneur Adan Dihel, who even suffered personal hardship in his determination to build the finest hotel on the Mediterranean, near a beach which was not really considered the most adequate place for rest and relaxation. The Hotel Formentor brought about a previously unimaginable change in the island's tourist industry, and was soon imitated by the Hotel Cala Dor and the Gran Hotel Camp de mar. These new hotels successfully joined forces with the already-existing Hotel Victoria Gran Hotel de Palma and the Hotel Príncipe Alfonso.
Beaches to the West
Cala Mayor - sports installations.
Illetes
Two coves some 75 and 150 meters wide, respectively. Pine trees stretch as far as the shore. Excellent sand.
Portals Nous
Small beach with a magnificent urban development.
Palma Nova
Excellent beach with fine sand, good installations and pine groves.
Magaluf
Magnificent beach with fine sand and crystal-clear waters.
Santa Ponsa
Another beach with fine sand and crystal-clear waters.
Peguera
Interesting tourist resort. Beautiful, quiet beach with fine sand surrounded by pine trees.
Cala Fornells
Small beach with fine sand.
Puerto de Andratx
Nearby are the beaches of Camp de Mar and that of San Telm, which is sheltered by Dragonera island. Both have pinewoods.
Beaches to the East
Ciudad Jardín. Can Pastilla - El Arenal - seven kilometre long beach know as Playa de Palma.
The Northern Coast
Estellencs (489 inhabitants)
Rocky coastline with a beautiful, small bay. Very picturesque site.
Banyalbufer (535 inhabitants)
Magnificent nearby coves. Typical scenery with tomato fields all around.
Valdemossa (1,300 inhabitants)
The Royal Carthusian Monastery has reminiscences of Chopin and George Sand. There is also a small port just a few kilometres away.
Deia (414 inhabitants)
A picturesque mountain village with the Llucalcari cover and a small beach.
Puerto de Soller (1,000 inhabitants)
Its semi-circular beach is approximately one kilometre in length.
La Calobra
A very beautiful cover. Nearby is the Monastery of Lluc and the Torrent de Pareis beach.
The North-East Coast
Puerto de Pollensa (300 inhabitants)
It has the beaches of Cala de Sant Vicencs and Formentor, the former situated some 7 km away from Pollensa. It is very cosmopolitan and has beautiful pine groves running right next to the beach. Formentor beach is 9 km from the port of Pollensa and 16 km from Pollensa itself.
Puerto de Alcudia (500 inhabitants)
Has an extensive beach with fine, clean sand, and is the location of many urban developments.
Can Picafort (800 inhabitants)
Extensive beach with fine sand and pine groves.
Cala Ratjada (1,500 inhabitants)
The location of the Artá Caves, as well as the beaches of Son Moll and Cala Guia. Both have fine, clean sand and crystal-clear waters.
Cala Bona - Cala Mllor (300 inhabitants)
There are magnificent sandy beaches in a lovely bay surrounded by pine trees.
The East Coast
Port Cristo (1,000 inhabitants)
The caves of El Drac and Hams can be visited, and there is also Porto Cristo beach. Nearby is an aquarium and a safari park.
Porto Colom (411 inhabitants)
Has beautiful beaches, like those of Porto Colom, Cala Murada, Cala Marsal and Arenal.
Satanyi (6,640 inhabitants) Here we find the fishing port of Cala Figuera, surrounded by pine trees. Cala Santanyi lies 5 km away and has fine sand and clean, shallow waters. Other interesting sites include Port Petro, Cala Llonga and Cala D'or - the latter being surrounded by rocks and pine trees.
Colonia de Sant Jordi
There is a lovely, sandy beach with crystal-clear waters, as well as pine groves and salt pans. 

Fiestas in Mallorca

As with the rest of Spain, Mallorca has a large number of fiestas. Each celebration has it's own distinctive form and customs and often their own dances and songs. All the fiestas are nowadays based on religious motive even though many have pagan roots. 

The most interesting are:

Winter 

Canto de la Sibla ( Song of Sybil) at Christmas time in Palma and the Monastery of Lluc 

The Three Kings- the really Spanish celebration of Christmas - there are parades in most towns 

St Anthony Abbot around the 17th of January. This involves traditional dances in Artá, Manacor, Pollensa, Sóller and other places 

At around the same time of the St Anthony celebrations, the San Sebastion festivities are also held, with bonfires in all the villages around the Island, as well several free rock concerts and theatrical performances for several nights at various locations around Palma. 

Easter and Spring 

The 1st of March is a new public holiday in Mallorca which is called 'Balearics Day', to celebrate the anniversary of autonomous rule in the Islands. This fiesta seems very popular attracting large crowds. This year we saw hellish skeletal drummers, and mad devils running through the crowds throwing sprays of fire at all and sundry! 

Devallaments on Good Friday in Palma, Pollensa and Sineu 

Also over Easter there are a number of candle parades though Palma's old town. Starting near the Cathedral 

During Lent there is "glossators" contest in Sa Pobla and in the third week of Lent a Carnival in Porrers 

In May there are fiestas in Sóller by the Christians and Moors 

Summer 

June 12/13th the "Cavllets in" Artá 

June 24th the "Revetlá" with bonfires and traditional dances in Muro and other towns 

The end of June are the "Dimonis parades, dance and sling contest in San Juan. 

The beginning of July there's a pilgrimage to Alcudia 

July 15th there is a night time maritime procession at the port of Sóller 

July  25th "Nir mallorquina" in Calviá with traditional dancing 

July 28th is Santa Catalina in Palma with dancing ,music and much more. 

Autumn 

The grape harvest is celebrated in Binissalem on the last Sunday of September or first  of October with boleros 

Inca has the "Dijous Bo" fair in November

Menorca

Menorca, with a population of 62,000, is a bright and radiant island bathed by the magnificent Mediterranean sun, which reflects the dazzling whiteness of the whitewashed houses. The green countryside, the blue sea and sky, and the white of the buildings are the three main colours that go to form the island of Menorca.
A visit to the island is like arriving at a promised land, where everything is simple and nice, as are its inhabitants. Strange as it may seem, Menorca is basically an unknown island in terms of modern tourism. Its rocky and ever-changing coastline is made up of magnificent beaches and coves, some of which are being developed, and others which are secluded and quiet, where man has yet to reach.
Thanks to the shape of the island, which is only 47 km long and between 10 and 19 wide, it has a coastline of some 200 km. As a result, the entire island is really all coast. The sea is a constant factor in the life of Menorca, and its numerous coves and natural harbours are ideal for the practice of all kinds of water sports. Menorca presents a fairly level landscape, its highest point being Mount Toro, on the top of which stands the shrine of the island's patron saint. The views from here are quite breathtaking.
The shortest distance from the mainland by sea is via Barcelona, although there is also a ferry service from Palma. In addition, there are regular flights between Barcelona and Mahón (Maó) that take about forty-five minutes, and also flights between Mahón and Palma. The latter now has a new and modern airport that is specially designed for handling heavy air traffic, both from mainland Spain and abroad.
Mahón (Maó)
The capital of Menorca, with its population of about 22,000, has a picturesque appearance that distinguishes it from all the other towns and villages. Its layout and architecture are a combination of typical island and English characteristics, seen mainly in the streets, where we find houses without balconies, and around the port area, where the houses have sash windows. On the north side of the port stands the San Antonio Estate ("Golden Farm"), which, according to legend, was the residence of Admiral Nelson and Lady Hamilton during their stay on the island. Mahón has all the attractions of a modern city, and all along its promenade one can find many of the old, typical fishemen's taverns.
The port, which stretches some 20 km along the coast, and has a width of almost 5 km, is the most sheltered and imposing on the entire Mediterranean. This is the location of the island of El Rey, on which stand the ruins of the old British Naval Hospital. Some of the other important constructions to be found are the Church of Santa María la Mayor, which has an enormous organ; the Churches of San Francisco and El Carmen; and Mercadal House, which today serves as a museum. Two kilometres outside Mahón is the prehistoric settlement of Trepucó, which has impressive talayots and taulas. And close-by are several beaches and coves including Cala Mesquida and Cala Fons, the latter being near to Villacarlos.
Villacarlos (4,637 inhabitants)
Lying at the entrance to the port of Mahón its architecture and appearance show a clearly British influence.
Sant Lluis (2,200 inhabitants)
An inland village, founded by the French in the 18C during their shortlived period of domination.

Cala Alcaufar
A fine urban development with a lovely beach.
Alaior (6,007 inhabitants)
Famous for the manufacture of men's footwear. Close-by are the popular beaches of San Bou and Cala's Porter.
Mercada (3,000 inhabitants)
Lying inland and not far from Mount Toro, the highest point on the island. Nine kilometers away is Es Migjorn, with the beach of Sant Tomas, and at a distance of 10 km we find the beautiful Arenal den Castell beach.
Ferreries (3,076 inhabitants) Located in the centre of the island it has picturesque red and white houses.
Cala Sant Galdana
This cove, not far from Ferreries, offers the most beautiful scenery with rocks and hundred-year-old pine trees.

Ciutadella (19,311 inhabitants)
A very traditional small town with an interesting cathedral. Nearby is the naveta (prehistoric tomb) of Els Tudons, the largest and best-preseved of its kind. There are also the excellent beaches of Cala Santandria, Algañares, Cala Blanca and Cala Blanes.
Fornells (150 inhabitants)
A typical fishing village, surrounded by pine groves, with a large natural port. It is a popular summer holiday resort.
Punta Prima
Has an excellent beach with fine sands. 

Ibiza

The island of Ibiza is the third largest of the archipelago, covering an area of 541 km2, and with a population of over 70,000. Thanks to its hilly terrain the island offers some magnificent scenery of great beauty. There are a great deal of pine forests (the Greeks in fact named the island Pitiusa which means "pinery"), as well as almond trees, fig and olive trees, and also palm trees. Another interesting fact about Ibiza is that the use of the windmill and the waterwheels is still quite common, mainly due to the lack of rainfall.
Rainy days on this island of almost perpetual sun are something of a luxury. The climate is very mild and produces the phenomenon of an everlasting springtime. The port of Ibiza is 162 miles from Barcelona, 70 from Palma, 100 from Valencia, 101 from Alicante and 152 from Algiers. The journey by ship is a most pleasant experience, thanks to the generally calm sea conditions. The Spanish company Trasmediterranea has a regular ferry service between Ibiza and the ports of Barcelona, Palma de Majorca and Valencia, and this service is increased from spring onwards when there can be as many as four or five crossings a week between Barcelona and Palma. There is also an excellent airport on Ibiza which is one of the busiest in Spain. The flight from Valencia tales half an hour, while from Barcelona and Palma it tales an hour and approximately twenty minutes, respectively. The airport never has to close because of adverse weather conditions.
Ibiza (27,685 inhabitants)
Ibiza is the island's capital and a lively maritime port, built on the side of a mountain beside the sea. It has some interesting districts, such as San Penya, and many magnificent viewpoints that look out across the sea. The white constructions of its popular districts, which were built following the exquisite architectural lines of the islanders, constitute an unmistakable and picturesque urban ensemble. The district of Dalt Vila is at the very heart of the city and contains some fine aristocratic mansions, the Town Hall, and the Cathedral which was rebuilt in the 17C. Ibiza was founded by the Carthaginians in the year 654 B.C. Its walls were put up in the 16C and are considered a National Monument since they are the only ones of their kind remaining in Europe. The Archeological Museum exhibits import Punic remains and many others that have come from excavations made on the island. Three kilometres from the capital are the beaches of Talamanca, which can be reached by a frequent bus and motor launch service. In addition there is Figueretas, at a distance of 1 km, and En Bossa (3 km away).
Sant Josep (9,095 inhabitants) 

Here can be found one of the island's most beautiful churches, along with the beaches of Cala Tárida, Cala Llentrisca, Cala Bassa, Cala Vadella, and Las Salinas. Visits can be paid to La Atalayasa, at a height of 475 m. During the summer there are folklore exhibitions.
Sant Antoni de Portnany (12,244 inhabitants)
This is the ancient Portus Magnus of the Romans, which today is a lively and cosmopolitan small town. The magnificent church is in the typical Ibizan style, and the Chapel-cum-Catacombs of Santa Inés has been declared a National Monument. Two kilometres away is the beach of Cala Grassió and trips can be made to the extraordinarily beautiful small islands of Vedrá (at a height of 382 m) and Vedranell.
Sant Miguel (1,817 inhabitants)
Has some magnificent scenery and a fine beach just 3 km away.
Sant Joan (3,287 inhabitants)
Located in the northern sector of the island, quite close to the Cuieram cave. There is a Carthaginian temple dedicated to the goddess Tanit, and the beaches of Xarraca, Portinatx, and Cala de Sant Vicenss.
Santa Eulalia del Riu (14,545 inhabitants)
This picturesque village lies at the mouth of the only river on the Balearic Islands. It has a beautiful church and the beaches of Cala Llonga and Es Caná. There is a typical farmstead at San Carlos. 
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