Costa de la Luz
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The Costa de la Luz (Coast of light) is the western part of the Andalucía coastline that faces out to the Atlantic. The sand is finer and a more golden colour than the neighbouring Costa del Sol. 
The typical beaches here are more expansive and probably backed by sand dunes and pine trees. This part of the coast has not seen the high-rise hotel development of other areas. The temperatures are slightly milder and the often strong Atlantic winds and waves are favoured by wind surfers and surfboarders alike.
The stretches of cliffs and coves are generally found to the east near Barbate and around the Campo de Gibraltar. 
This coast is often divided into two sections. Costa de la Luz (Huelva Province) which stretches from the Portuguese border to the Donaña park and the River Guadalquivir. Costa de la Luz (Cadiz Province) stretches form the River Guadalquivir to the Mediterranean. To travel from one section to another requires a lengthy drive via the city of Sevilla. 

Huelva Province

Beautiful golden sands and small seaside towns devoted to national tourism. From west to east: Almonte, Isla Cristina, Islantilla (modern complex), La Antilla, El Rompido, Punta Umbria. 
Don't forget the City of Huelva and retrace the footsteps of Columbus at La Rabida. 
Visit the marina and eroded sandstone cliffs at Mazagon and the golden beaches of Matalascañas which is also an entry point for tours of Doñana Park.

Huelva

The actual city of Huelva dates back some 3000 years when it was named Onuba. Later, it prospered under the Cathaginians and Romans who used it as a base for mining. Three of the key sites of the Columbus story can also be found here - Lugares Colombinos. 

Today it is large, sprawling and industrialised with a population of 141,000. Heavy industrial plants line much of its Odiel waterfront and stretch far to the south. The city centre is pleasant and it is a convenient base for visiting the nearby Columbus sites or the Marismas del Odiel wetlands and the Coto Dónana national park. 

Huelva claims to be a 'flamenco capital', however several of the city's splendid old buildings and monuments remain, including the 15th century Church of San Pedro, built on the site of a mosque; the Shrine of Nuestra Senora de la Cinta and, last but not least, the home of Christopher Columbus next to his commemorative monument. 

Wander around the atmospheric barrio Reina Victoria Alonso or visit the Alonso Sanchez park which affords attractive views of the city. Other points of interest in the city include the Muelle del Tinto docks, built at the beginning of the century to load Huelva's mineral exports; the Conquero lookout and the provincial museum. The commemorative monument. 

Christopher Columbus guards the Rio Tinto. The monument was crafted by the American sculptress, Gertrude Whitney. 

Other places of interest in the city include the Muelle del Tinto docks, built at the beginning of the century to load Huelva's mineral exports; the Conquero lookout and the provincial museum. 

Cadiz Province

This is an interesting section of the coast. We find San Lucar de Barameda with its sands overlooking the River Guadalquivir and Donaña. Around the small villages of Chipona and Rota we find fine beaches. El Puerto de Santa Maria is famous for it restaurants serving succulent king prawns washed down with chilled Manzanilla. 

The historic walled city of Cadiz is built in an Peninsular jutting into the bay of Cadiz. The isthmus joining the mainland exhibits miles of beaches. 

South of the golf at Sancti Petri we find cliffs and coves and pine trees of Barbate. Don't miss the 'trendy' villages of Conil de la Frontera, Caños de Meca, Vejer, and Zahara de las Atunes. 

We soon reach Tarifa the windsurfing capital of Europe. The best beaches are called Bolonia ( visit the Roman ruins ) and Valdevaqueros hire a horse or climb the giant sandunes. 

Turning the corner into the Mediterranean and skipping the industrial bay of Algeciras we should mention the beaches near Sotogrande and Guadiaro which geographically (but not politically) belong to the Costa del Sol. Here we can find some beautiful coves and rocky headlands which are ideal for diving. These coves are are very popular on summer weekends. 

Cadiz

Cadiz stands on a peninsula jutting out into a bay, and is almost entirely surrounded by water. Named Gadir by the Phoencians, who founded their trading post in 1100 BC, it was later controlled by the Carthaginians, until it became a thriving Roman port. It sank into oblivion under the Visigoths and Moors, but attained great splendour in the early 16th century as a launching point for the journey to the newly discovered lands of America. Cadiz was later raided by Sir Francis Drake, in the struggle to gain control of trade with the New World, and managed to withstand a siege by Napoleon's army. In the early 19th century Cadiz became the bastion of Spain's anti-monarchist, liberal movement, as a result of which the country's first Constitution was declared here in 1812. 

Some of the city's 18th century walls still stand, such as the Landward Gate. The old, central quarter of Cadiz is famous for its picturesque charm, and many of the buildings reflect the city's overseas links. Worth a visit are the city's Cathedral and churches of Santa Cruz and San Felipe Neri, which is famous throughout Spain as the place where, in defiance of Napoleon's siege, the provisional government was set up with its own liberal Constitution. Other points of interest are La Santa Cueva, home to several paintings by Goya, and stately mansions such as the Casa del Almirante and Casa de las Cadenas. 

The old city looks quite Moorish in apperaance and is intriguing with narrow cobbled streets opening onto small squares. The golden cupola of the cathedral looms high above long white houses and the whole place has a slightly dilapidated air. It just takes an hour to walk around the headlands where you can visit the entire old town and pass through some lovely parks with sweeping views of the bay. 

Unlike most other ports of its size it seems immediately relaxed and easy going, not at all threatening, even at night. Perhaps this is due to its reassuring shape and size, the presence of the sea making it impossible to get lost for more than a few blocks. It also owes much to the town's tradition of liberalism and tolerance which was maintained all through the years of Franco's dictatorship, despite this being one of the first cities to fall to his forces and was the port through which the Republican armies launched their invasion. 

Tarifa

Ten kilometres of white sandy beaches, unspoilt countryside and some of the best windsurfing conditions in Europe have established Tarifa as a true surfers paradise.

Just 11 km across the Straits of Gibraltar at its narrowest point, this southern-most tip of Europe where the Med meets the Atlantic Ocean, enjoys spectacular views of the Rif mountains of Africa across the water.

Tarifa's wild coastline attracts surfers and nature-lovers alike. Just as famous for its birdwatching as its surfing, there are endless opportunities to explore the rolling countryside. Horse-riding, hang-gliding, kite-surfing, rock-climbing and diving to name but a few.

Tarifa has a few excellent hotels, so if you just want to relax, there's plenty of choice.

Tarifa Town 

This little fishing town was first established with the Moorish invasion of Southern Spain in AD711 when Guzman El Bueno defended the town against the invading Moors. According to the local legend, the Moors captured his son and threatened to kill him if Guzman didn't surrender the town. He refused and threw down his sword with which they killed his son.

Local fishermen still use the Almadraba method of fishing using a circle of boats and nets, a practice which has not changed since 13th Century. The Tuna fishing season generally starts at the end of March and runs for about three months.

Conil

This small town is fast becoming popular with summer tourists. However, it is still a typical Andalucian town with narrow cobbled streets, tapas bars and an open air market at weekends and pavement cafes around the main plazas. 

Another spectacular beach, a wide bay of brilliant yellow sand stretching as far as the eye can see. Head for El Palmar beach for campsites and hostels and a couple of excellent beach restaurants for lunch. One or two become discotheques on hot summer nights. 

Conil's old town has some historical monuments worth visiting: 

Tower of Guzman el Bueno Church of Santa Catalina Convento de la victoria - featuring interesting paintings Convento de San Francisco de Paula where is located the image of Nuestra Senora de las Virtudes (Our Lady of Virtue) the Patron Saint of the town. 

Hotels 
There are several hotels and hostels, the latter including the centrally located Pension la Villa Plaza de Espana Tel: 956 441053 

Restaurants

Conil is well known for its seafood restaurants. Try the ortiguillas (deep fried sea anemones), which you can only find in the Cadiz area and for a really reasonable meal check out the bar restaurant Pena Federata de Caza on the road uphill towards Barbate. 

Beaches 

The beaches of Conil are in three sections: La Fontinilla near the town Paseo Maritimo Fuente del Gallo backed by cliffs to the north of the town. Calas de Roche numerous coves to the north, difficult access to some, make them quiet except for summer weekends. 

Canos de Meca

Canos de Meca is a small but unspoilt community on the windswept but stunning Costa de la Luz on the Atlantic coast. Deep in the Parque Natural del Acantilado, Canos de Meca has beautiful beaches, backed by cliffs and pine trees. Perched on the cliff-tops straddling the coast road, this sleepy little village is fast waking up to a reputation as a trendy place for beatnick travellers and wave-jumpers to spend the summer. 

The pop singer Lola Flores was originally from this area, and much to the pride of the locals, often spends her holidays in here. 50 km from Tarifa in the direction of Cadiz, Canos de Meca is well off the beaten track and has to be reached by taking one of the small side roads off the CN340 coast road near Vejer de la Frontera. 

Its almost impossible to escape from the occasional block of flats, but thankfully, there's little modern development here. 

To the north west of the town, is the famous Cape Trafalgar, which protects the town¹s beaches. High above, stands one of the strongest and most beautiful towers on this wild Atlantic coast, the Trafalgar Tower. This magnificent tower played an important role in the famous battle in 1805 when Admiral Nelson, although greatly outnumbered, attacked and destroyed the Spanish fleet (At that time, Spain was occupied by France, with Napoleon's brother installed as Protector). During the Battle of Trafalgar, Nelson was fatally wounded. His body was preserved in a barrel of brandy for the long journey back to London, where he was given a full military funeral. 

Hotels:

Hotel Madreselva Caños 

Vejer de la Frontera

If you're exploring the CN340 coast road, you'd be wise to make time for a wander round Vejer. This classic white hilltop town is well worth a visit. 10 km inland, perched high above the steep gorge of the River Barbate, Vejer is virtually unknown by foreign tourists. 

This stunning castellated town is a magical place to explore, its quiet cobbled streets meandering through a charming jumble of secret corners, hidden patios and delightful houses. Hidden behind ancient walls, it has a magnificent church. Great care has been taken to preserve this beautiful town. One is relieved to find barely a hint of plastic or a trace of the 20th Century. Even the littler bins appear to have been carefully designed to please the eye! The town square, shaded by vast palm trees, has a wonderful old fountain with traditional ceramic Andalucian frogs which spout water high into the air, thus forming a fountain. 

The recently restored 17th Century Franciscan Convent OHospederia de Convento San Francisco, now a hotel restaurant, is also worth a visit. The town has been officially declared an Historical Artistical Monument of National Adornment. 

Specific places of interest include: 

Arab Castle Church of El Divino Salvador, an excellent example of Gothic Architecture. 

El Rosario a mix of Visigoth Arab and Christian influences Church and Hospital of san juan de letran Church of Santa Lucia Convento de la Monjas receprionistas featuring a 15th Century arch. 

Santuario de nuestra senora de la oliva, local chapel which houses a 16th century carved image of the virgin mary Vejer is the point many travelers leave the main coast road CN340 to take the old coast road via Zahara de los Atunes, Barbate, Cape Trafalgar, Canos de Meca and Conil de la Frontera. 

Vejer is the point many travelers leave the N340 heading North to take the old coast road via Barbate, Cabo Trafalgar, Caños de Meca, Conil de la Frontera 

Vejer is the point many travelers leave the N340 heading South to take the old coast road via Barbate, and Zahara de los Atunes. 

Zahara de los Atunes

Zahara de los Atunes is a small fishing village on the Costa de la Luz 30 km north of Tarifa on the Atlantic coast. To find Zahara, you need to turn off the coast road (CN 340) at a little bar called Venta el Retin at km 56. 

Zahara is a windswept place with an interesting atmosphere. On a quiet day, it is like going back in time. A fine example of what we politely call Opopulist architechture. By contrast, on a summer¹s day, it¹s the trendy place to be. A stunning wilderness of 20 km of unspoilt white sandy beaches stretching as far as Cape Gracia. You can drive south from Zahara, as far as the lighthouse on Cape Gracia and explore the beaches. This is a no through road, hence the area has remained unspoiled. In the village itself there are the sadly neglected ruins of the Castillo de las Amadrabas built in the fifteenth centry by the Dukes of Medina Sidonia for protection against pirates and later used by local fishermen to store their tuna fishing equipment. 

In this part of town, you can enjoy a drink on the beachfront in the bar of the Gran Hotel Sol. A few modern resort hotels sit alongside the traditional beach cabins and hostels, but when it comes to accommodation, my own personal favorite is the Hotel Dona Lola, which despite being a modern hotel, is well worth a visit for its pleasant atmosphere and immaculately clean rooms. There is an excellent little pizzeria next door which is a great spot for an informal bite to eat!

Local Festivals: Zaharas summer festival takes place at beginning of August each year. 

Fiestas and Carnivals in the Region

Carnival in Cadiz

Celebration of Carnival was banned in both Spain and Portugal during their respective, parallel dictatorships: those of Franco and Salazar. The reasons are not difficult to see: Carnival is the most irreverent, subversive, authority-defying of festivals. So it is not surprising that rebellious, defiant Cadiz, the home of the liberal constitution of 1812, has a Carnival to match. 

Carnival in Cadiz is a less touristy affair than in Tenerife, for example, but no less jubilant. Cadiz is famous for the sense of humour of its citizens and Carnival is a festival in which authority, politicians, celebrities and the church are parodied and ridiculed. The central figures here are the choirs, agrupaciones, groups of between three and forty singers. Current events or personalities are mocked in comic song. The Concurso del Falla is a song festival held in the Gran Teatro Falla before Carnival itself and, to a certain extent, is a relatively serious choral competition. 

The most popular type of group is the chirigota, a group normally of ten unison or close-harmony singers, accompanied by bombo, caja (drum, box (used as a percussion instrument)) and guitar. Their repertoire is the most satirical of the different types of groups and the literary quality of the songs can be very high, as they may be written by local authors. Only a few musical forms such as the tango or pasodoble are used, so that everyone knows the tune and can concentrate on the words. Another important form is the tanguillo de Cadiz, considered a type of flamenco and also called the tanguillo de carnaval, so closely linked is it to this festival. 

When Carnival itself is under way, these groups and choirs are to be found in all corners of the city or participating in parades, vying with each other and with the ilegales, groups which have not taken part in the Concurso. Evidently, your Spanish needs to be pretty hot to fully understand the jokes and parodies, but even if it is not, you will find it difficult not to get carried away with the general high spirits. Fancy dress is more or less obligatory, especially on the Sunday when the major procession, the cabalgata magna, is held. 

Nor would you be disappointed if you were to take in Carnival at many other places in Spain and Portugal, such as Las Palmas or Madeira, or practically anywhere in the peninsula. 

Although there may be processions on the Saturday after Carnival, in Spain it has really ended by Ash Wednesday, when in many places it is marked by a historically anti-clerical ceremony called the Entierro de la sardina, the burial of the sardine. This may be life-size or a large effigy and the funeral procession is likely to be attended by groups of mourners in mock grief, many dressed up as priests or nuns, who, if they are really lamenting anything, it is the end of the Carnival.

Fiestas Colombinas de Huelva  

July 29 to August 4 HUELVA, Andalucia. Folkloric.  

Enjoy our Fiesta in the southwest of Spain. Celebrate the Discovery of America in the native land of Cristobal Colon, Huelva.
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